
5/3/2018

1

LOOK ACT REGULATIONS:

HOW TO PROVIDE INPUT ON PROPOSED 

REGULATIONS

Helen Solorzano

MATSOL 

Language Opportunity Coalition
solarzano@matsol.org

Beth Tripathi

Center for Education Policy & Practice

Massachusetts Teachers Association
etripathi@massteacher.org



5/3/2018

2

LOOK Act 

Regulations:
How To Provide Input 

on Proposed 

Regulations

May 3, 2018

AGENDA

1. Laws, Regulations & Policies

2. What’s Included in the LOOK Act

3. Public Comment: How To

4. Review of Proposed Regulation 

Changes

NOT COVERED TODAY

1. Specific Implementation Question

Helen Solarzano

MATSOL & Language Opportunity 
Coalition
solarzano@matsol.org

Beth Tripathi

Center for Education Policy & 
Practice, Massachusetts Teachers 
Association
etripathi@massteacher.org



5/3/2018

3

ESL Policy Wonk 101

Massachusetts 
General Laws

Code of 
Massachusetts 

Regulations

CMR 4.00, 7.00, 
14.00, 31.00, 44.00

Guidelines, Guidance and 
Policies published by 

Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education
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QUESTIONS
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LAWS
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LOOK Act

New State Law Includes:

• Updates & Language Changes

• Seal of Biliteracy

• Language Acquisition Programming 
Flexibility and Oversight

• Input from Parents and Guardians

• Educator Qualifications

• Benchmarks, Guidelines and 
Templates

• Data and Reporting

Act Relative to 

Language Opportunity 

for Our Kids

Chapter 138 of the Acts 

of 2017
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DESE Summary of LOOK Act

On November 22, 2017, Governor Baker signed into law the LOOK Act.1 Broadly, the new law aims to provide districts with 

more flexibility as to the language acquisition programs they choose to meet the needs of ELs, while maintaining 

accountability for timely and effective English language acquisition. Below is a brief summary of some of the key changes 

made by the new law.

Language Acquisition Programming Flexibility and Oversight.

• Provides districts with flexibility in choosing a language acquisition program that best fits the needs of their EL population, 

while ensuring accountability through Department oversight.

• Requires districts that intend to offer new programs for ELs to submit specific information for review by the Department and 

the district's parent advisory council. All programs must be based on research and best practices.

• If the Department finds that a proposed program fails to meet the applicable requirements, the Department will notify the 

district and provide the corrective steps that the district must take before commencing such a program.

• Districts that intend to offer a new sheltered English immersion or alternative instructional English learner program in the 

next academic year must submit the required information to the Department and the district's parent advisory council by 

January 1 of the current academic year, which means new EL programs may open no earlier than the 2019-2020 school 

year.

Increased Input from Parents and Guardians

• Requires districts that serve a significant population of ELs to create EL Parent Advisory Councils, made up of 

parents/guardians of ELs in the district.

• Requires districts to provide notification to parents/guardians of ELs regarding various topics, including their right to choose

a language acquisition program among those offered by the district.

• Parents/guardians of ELs may select any language acquisition program offered by the district, provided that the program is 

appropriate for the age and grade level of the student.

• Parents/guardians may request a transfer of the student to another language acquisition program available in the district, 

subject to approval by the superintendent.
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DESE Summary of LOOK Act
Educator Qualifications

• Requires the Department to establish licensure endorsements for various language acquisition program types (for example, 

Two-Way Immersion Programs).

• Requires the Department to annually provide districts with reports of all educators who have current language acquisition 

program endorsements.

• Requires districts to verify, prior to the beginning of each school year, that each educator in an English learner program is

properly endorsed for that program.

Benchmarks, Guidelines and Templates

• Requires the Department to establish: (i) benchmarks for attaining English proficiency for ELs; (ii) guidelines to support 

districts in identifying ELs who do not meet benchmarks; and (iii) an EL success template for use by districts to assist ELs 

who are not meeting English proficiency benchmarks.

• Requires districts to provide a copy of these materials from the Department to parents/guardians of ELs within the 

timeframes specified in the law.

• Requires districts to adopt procedures to identify ELs who do not meet the English proficiency benchmarks and establish 

various processes relating to them.

Data and Reporting

• Expands EL related reporting requirements for districts to the Department.

• Establishes a data commission to study the collection and dissemination of data on ELs and to make recommendations on 

streamlining data reporting.

• Expands the student census requirement for districts to include ELs who are in Pre-Kindergarten.
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POLL
PUBIC COMMENT
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PUBLIC COMMENT
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ESL Policy Wonk 101 - Regulations

• Notification of Public Comment

www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs

• Requires 60 day Public Comments – by May 18

• Must be approved the Board of Elementary and Secondary 

Education (BESE) – June 26

• 603 CMR 4.00 – Vocational Technical Education

• 603 CMR 7.00 – Educator Preparation & Academic Licensure 

• 603 CMR 14.00 – Education of English Learners

• 603 CMR 31.00 – Seal of Biliteracy

• 603 CMR 44.00 – Renewal of Academic Licenses
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Notification of Public Comment
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Notification of Public Comment
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Q: What Can I 

Comment On?

A: Any section of the regulations 
that is open for public comment. 

You are not limited to agree or 
disagreeing with proposed changes.

You can suggest:

• Additional changes

• Deleting or adding sections

• Draft new language to supplement 
or replace regulations

• Feedback on other sections that 
do not have proposed changes. 
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How to Submit Your Public Comment

Options for Submitting Your Comments

• Written Comments by Mail Sibel Hughes, OELAAA, 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 75 

Pleasant Street, Malden, MA 02148

• Written Comments by Email LOOKAct@doe.mass.edu

• Written Comments by Fax 781-338-3395

• Use Survey Tool 

www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4216987/Proposed-

Amendments-to-English-Learner-Education-Regulations-

Public-Comment-Survey
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Public Comment Survey
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Remember

• Public comments are public documents. 

• All submitted comments can be, and are often, released 

to the public.

• Avoid using professional title, organization or affiliation 

unless you have approval.

• For more examples and tips on crafting public comments, 

visit The Policy Minute post on Public Comment 101 at 

thepolicyminute.com/2017/03/04/public-coment-101/
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QUESTIONS
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REGULATION CHANGES
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English Learner 

Regulations • SEI Endorsement for Vocational 

Technical Educators*

• Bilingual Education Endorsement

• English Learner Programs

• Parent Advisory Council

• State Seal of Biliteracy

• Academic License PDPs

Proposed Changes

*These proposed 

regulation changes are 

unrelated to the LOOK 

Act, however, they are 

included in this package 

of proposed changes. 
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Vocational Technical 

Education

603 CMR 4.00

Proposed Changes: 

Add requirement for 

Vocational Technical 

Educators who teach 

English learners to 

obtain the SEI 

Endorsement

Add requirement for 

Bilingual Education 

Endorsement (same as 

academic licenses)

Add SEI Endorsement to 

requirements for a 

Professional License
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Vocational Technical 

Education

603 CMR 4.00

Proposed Changes: 

Add requirement for 

Vocational Technical 

Educators who teach 

English learners to 

obtain the SEI 

Endorsement

Add requirement for 

Bilingual Education 

Endorsement (same as 

academic licenses)

Add SEI Endorsement to 

requirements for a 

Professional License
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Vocational Technical 

Education

603 CMR 4.00

Proposed Changes: 

Add requirement for 

Vocational Technical 

Educators who teach 

English learners to 

obtain the SEI 

Endorsement

Add requirement for 

Bilingual Education 

Endorsement (same as 

academic licenses)

Add SEI Endorsement to 

requirements for a 

Professional License
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Educator 

Licensure

603 CMR 7.00

Adds vocational 

technical teachers and 

Bilingual Education 

endorsement to 

definitions

Adds requirements and 

subject matter 

knowledge requirements 

for the Bilingual 

Education endorsement.

Creates Waiver for 

programs with teachers 

without Bilingual 

Education endorsement. 
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Educator 

Licensure

603 CMR 7.00

Adds vocational 

technical teachers and 

Bilingual Education 

endorsement to 

definitions

Adds requirements and 

subject matter 

knowledge requirements 

for the Bilingual 

Education endorsement.

Creates Waiver for 

programs with teachers 

without Bilingual 

Education endorsement. 
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Educator 

Licensure

603 CMR 7.00

Adds vocational 

technical teachers and 

Bilingual Education 

endorsement to 

definitions

Adds requirements and 

subject matter 

knowledge requirements 

for the Bilingual 

Education endorsement.

Creates Waiver for 

programs with teachers 

without Bilingual 

Education endorsement. 
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Education of English 

Learners

603 CMR 14.00

Revised language for 

placement of students in 

English learn program 

types. 

Process for DESE 

review of proposed new 

programs.

English Learner Parent 

Advisory Council
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Education of English 

Learners

603 CMR 14.00

Revised language for 

placement of students in 

English learn program 

types. 

Process for DESE 

review of proposed new 

programs.

English Learner Parent 

Advisory Council



5/3/2018

33

Education of English 

Learners

603 CMR 14.00

Revised language for 

placement of students in 

English learn program 

types. 

Process for DESE 

review of proposed new 

programs.

English Learner Parent 

Advisory Council

Chapter 138 of the Act of 2017

Proposed 603 CMR 14.06

Section 5. (a) The parent or legal guardian of a student eligible to enroll in an 

English learner program may select any available English learner program 

offered by the school district; provided, however, that the program shall be 

appropriate for the age and grade level of the student; and provided further, 

that for any program selection that would require a student to transfer to a 

different school within the district, the transfer request shall be approved by the 

superintendent, in a form prescribed by the department. A school, under 

advisement of a teacher or guidance counselor, may request a program 

transfer for an individual child in writing, with notice of the transfer request 

provided to the child’s parents, in a form prescribed by the department.

(b) If a school district or charter school receives requests from the parents 

or legal guardians of not less than 20 students to implement a specific 

program to provide language instruction in that school district or charter 

school, the school district or charter school shall, not later than 90 days after 

receiving the request, respond and provide: (i) a plan for implementation of the 

requested program; or (ii) a denial of the request, in writing, including an 

explanation of the denial.
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Education of English 

Learners

603 CMR 14.00

Revised language for 

placement of students in 

English learn program 

types. 

Process for DESE 

review of proposed new 

programs.

English Learner Parent 

Advisory Council
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Certificate of 

Mastery:

Seal of Biliteracy

603 CMR 31.00

Purpose of Seal of 

Biliteracy

District Participation

Criteria to Qualify

Assessments

Accessibility & Reporting 

Language
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Seal of Biliteracy –

Chapter 138 of Acts of 2017
• MA General Laws Section 1Q. The board of elementary 

and secondary education shall establish a state seal of 
biliteracy to be awarded by school districts to students who 
have attained a high level of proficiency in English and not less 
than 1 other language in addition to English. To qualify for the 
seal, a student shall meet criteria established by the board.

• The criteria shall include, but shall not be limited to 
attainment of a specified level of performance on: (i) the tenth 
grade English language arts exams of the Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment System; and (ii) not less than 1 
nationally recognized and readily available assessments that 
measure literacy in a language other than English or an 
equivalent alternative that the board may establish.

•
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Certificate of 

Mastery:

Seal of Biliteracy

603 CMR 31.00

Purpose of Seal of 

Biliteracy

District Participation

Criteria to Qualify

Assessments

Accessibility & Reporting 

Language
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Certificate of 

Mastery:

Seal of Biliteracy

603 CMR 31.00

Purpose of Seal of 

Biliteracy

District Participation

Criteria to Qualify

Assessments

Accessibility & Reporting 

Language
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Certificate of 

Mastery:

Seal of Biliteracy

603 CMR 31.00

Purpose of Seal of 

Biliteracy

District Participation

Criteria to Qualify

Assessments, 

Accessibility & Reporting 

Language
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Educator License 

Renewal

603 CMR 44.00

Adds Bilingual 

Education definition as 

option for PDPs. 
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POLL
SEAL OF BILITERACY PILOT 

PROJECT
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NEXT STEPS
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Homework

1. Follow the Language Opportunity Coalition for Updates 

at www.LanguageOpportunity.org

2. Follow The Policy Minute for updates from the 

Massachusetts Teachers Association staff

3. Check updates on ESE website:

http://www.doe.mass.edu/ell/look-act.html

4. Share this information with colleagues! 

5. Submit your own comments or feedback to DESE by 

May 18, 2018. 
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QUESTIONS
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Thank you!

For More 

Information 

Language Opportunity 

Coalition
languageopportunity.org

www.matsol.org

The Policy Minute
www.thepolicyminute.com

Beth Tripathi

Center for Education 

Policy & Practice, 

Massachusetts Teachers 

Association

etripathi@massteacher.org

Helen Solorzano

MATSOL
solorzano@matsol.org

MATSOL & Language 

Opportunity Coalition


